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in this sense. The paper closes with the usual vindication of the study 
of ' hypergeometries ' through esthetic joy in reasoning. 

Harold Chapman Brown. 
Harvard University. 

Role des sensations internes dans les emotions et dans la perception, de la 

duree. Q. K. d'Allones. Revue Philosophique, December, 1905. 

Pp. 592-623. 

The case is here reported of a woman, fifty-three years of age, unedu- 
cated but intelligent, and without any discoverable hereditary taint, who 
from being naturally of a highly emotional disposition had come, in con- 
sequence of sickness and various depleting conditions, to feel, apparently, 
no emotions at all. The interesting feature of the case is that at the 
very moment when she declares that she does not feel a certain emotion, 
she nevertheless shows all the signs of it in their normal intensity. The 
suspicion, however, that we are dealing here with a ' psychasthenic,' or 
with the victim of a fixed idea, is not well grounded ; there is good reason 
to believe that her statements about her feelings are true. The author 
has examined the patient with reference to her sensibility and finds that, 
while there are no defects such as to cause an appreciable modification 
of external perception and little perturbation of the motor functions, 
visceral sensibility is practically abolished and organic sensibility gen- 
erally profoundly affected. Thus, while tactile sensibility is only lowered, 
there is complete anesthesia to heat and pain over almost the entire sur- 
face of the body. The gustatory sensations are defective; the patient 
never feels hunger or satiety, thirst rarely, fatigue hardly at all and 
never the benefit of repose; a sensation serves as a signal when the 
bladder or rectum is full, but without distress, and the discharge of the 
function is never attended with the feeling of relief; purgatives cause no 
colic and no increased sense of need, etc. Castor oil produces nausea, 
but no feeling of disgust. On one important point the evidence seems 
defective, namely, as to the sensations accompanying respiration and 
circulation; but we are assured by the author (p. 614) that the internal 
reflexes are totally unconscious. 

The main inference drawn from these facts coincides with the result 
previously reached by Sollier, 1 that the essential thing in emotion is the 
visceral sensibility, and that sensations from 'movements of relation' 
are only accessory. The author, however, writes from the point of view 
of the peripheral theory, which Sollier, with his ' cerebral ' interpretation 
of the facts, discards. Whatever the interpretation, the intimate and 
essential connection of visceral and emotional susceptibility seems to be 
one of the most certain results of investigation in this field. 

Another inference is that we have to distinguish among organic sen- 
sations the affective, i. e., visceral and cutaneous painful and thermal, 
and the non-affective, i. e., sensorial, tactile and external motor. 

A further, and important, inference is that we must distinguish emo- 

1 ' Mecanisme des Emotions,' pp. 178 ft. 
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tions and inclinations. The patient is still capable of ' intellectual ' 
inclinations, she ' fears ' without suffering, ' desires ' without pleasure or 
distress. Such inclinations are explained as the residua of previous emo- 
tions devoid of their affective nucleus, the internal sensations. They are 
constituted, it is held, of sensations of external movements, special sense 
data, memories, ideas, judgments, reasonings, the whole capable of cohe- 
sion and systematization and of being externalized, without emotion, in 
words, mimic movements and acts. 

A further peculiarity of the patient is that she has no sense of the 
lapse of time. This the author also connects with the loss of visceral 
sensibility, and concludes that the living sense of duration, of the con- 
tinuity in succession of the daily events, is nothing but visceral sensi- 
bility. But as the patient is able at times to distinguish difference in 
rate of two compared series of beats, — though hardly after the first few 
strokes, unless the difference is very marked, — he distinguishes visceral 
duration, which extends only to some few hours, from infinite intellectual 
time, on the one hand, and from sensori-motor time, which does not 
extend beyond a few seconds, on the other. 

H. N. Gardiner. 
Smith College. 

Erzeugung hurzdcmernder Lichtreize mit Hilfe des ProjeMionsapparats. 

Karl Marbe. Archiv fur die gesammte Physiologie, Bd. 107, 1905. 

S. 585. 

The author describes an interesting and relatively inexpensive appa- 
ratus for giving simultaneous and successive visual stimuli, that admits 
of a wide range of variation. The main features are a projection appa- 
ratus, a rotating disk with motor, a screen with a small window that is 
opened and closed by an electrical release, and a revolution-counter with 
electric contacts. This apparatus without the projection lantern or the 
motor that propels the disk can be had of a Wiirzburg manufacturer for 
M. 85. Among the possibilities of this apparatus are the production of 
a ' Talbot field,' in which the intensity and duration of the light phase 
and the duration of the dark phase can be very widely varied, and beside 
it a periodically illuminated field of varying duration and intensity; of 
two Talbot fields in which a considerable range of conditions may be 
specified ; of a single field in which the duration and intensity of illumina- 
tion can be varied to almost any extent, etc. The apparatus should be 
useful in a wide variety of psychological experiments, and it is equally 
adapted for demonstration work. 

E. B. Holt. 
Harvard University. 



